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I t is our great pleasure and honor to present the book, Nar-
ratives on Women’s Issues Vol 2: Women Power, edited by 
Shashi Kadapa, 2021 IHRAF International Fellow. !e theme 

and objective of this volume is to highlight the manner in which 
women use their power and position to help others. 

!irteen writers have contributed their work to this volume 
and I sincerely thank them. A wide diversity is seen among the 
writers in terms of geographic origins and ethnicity. Our writers 
come from India, Japan, Guyana, Trinidad & Tobago, Ghana, Nige-
ria, South Africa, Kenya, Bangladesh, U.S., Mauritius, and Papua 
New Guinea. In e"ect, we have spanned the globe. !e antho- 
logy represents the collective voices of writers from emerging and 
developed economies.

!e diversity helps us to understand and come to terms with 
the varying level of struggles, and the glimpses of success as more 
women use their power to e"ect change. !e context of tribula-
tions and triumphs vary in their magnitude and impact. Of course, 
the works also point to the universality of the struggle for positive 
social change, and the challenges women share across geography, 
ethnicity, and religion.

All e"orts have been taken to retain the native voice of the 
authors, and this aspect allows the writers to speak in their own 

voice, with the lilt and vocabulary of their spoken speech. !ese 
stories represent what each writer thinks, speaks, and feels.

!e anthology rea#rms the IHRAF mission that we give voices 
to the voiceless and the suppressed, and shows that when authors 
write from their heart, the words themselves enter the heart of the 
reader.

Sincerely,

Tom Block
Executive Director, 
International Human Rights Art Festival, NY
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